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	Catchy Title: Student-Built Robots Compete for Title
	Event Location: The Pontchartrain Center 4545 Williams Blvd, Kenner
	Event Date(s): April 1 & 2, 2021, 9AM until 6PM
	Text6: Carolyn Arthurs carthurs@firstinspires.org
	Event Summary: The Bayou Regional is the home field of FIRST Robotics Competition teams from Louisiana and Mississippi. In the 2021-2022 season, having overcome the obstacles and challenges of COVID and Hurricane Ida, 27 Louisiana and 8 Mississippi high school teams will compete with fellow teams from around the nation and the world. With the guidance of industry and community mentors, teams have just a few weeks to design, build, and program their robot to perform a series of tasks as sport, using offense, defense, critical thinking, and scouting techniques. To build a successful robot, teams must use code and programming, CAD, mechanical and electrical engineering, automation, and robotics. For judged awards, students must prove their strengths in design and engineering, community service, safety, innovation and gracious professionalism, among other skills and core values.  Upon completion, these teams bring their robot to the Pontchartrain Center, where they compete with other LA and MS teams as well as with visiting teams from around the world, for a spot at the super bowl of smarts: The FIRST Robotics Competition World Championship.  
	Talking Points: - Competing Team Locations:  Louisiana, Mississippi, Indiana, Florida, Alabama, Texas, and Mexico - The Bayou Regional started in 2006, the year after Hurricane Katrina - Major Sponsors include Entergy, Philips 66, Dow, The Bruce J Heim Foundation, & The ForeKids! Foundation - The build season starts on the first Saturday in January each year.  Teams then have the time until their first scheduled competition to design and build their robots - Key Community Support includes: Tulane University, Senator Sharon Hewitt, The City of Kenner, The LaSTEM Council, & NASA - Participants in FIRST are eligible for over $80Million in nation-wide scholarships.  Local scholarships include Tulane University, UNO, and LSU. - Destrehan High School faced the challenge of a destroyed campus and built their robot in the parking lot of their school since they were not allowed inside. - Team 3616 from Lafayette qualified for the TOP 20 in the Global Innovation Challenge for their invention:  a way for a 5 year old boy with only one leg to ride a bike just like other kids.- The competition is invitation only for the 2022 season. Those interested in attending can contact carthurs@firstinspires.org. Future FIRST partners, teams, volunteers and sponsors are welcome!
	FOR MORE INFORMATION: For more information and for pre-event and on site interviews, please contact Carolyn Arthurs carthurs@firstinspires.org | 310-733-7600 text/call
	QUOTE: “FIRST is not just about the robot. Teams learn project management, leadership skills, public speaking skills, deductive reasoning, business planning, fundraising, marketing, safety management, community service and the importance of working as a team. They leave this program with greater self-confidence, an awareness of their community and the environment surrounding it, and with 21st century soft skills that can transfer into any college or career path they choose.”                            - Carolyn Arthurs, FIRST Robotics Competition Regional Director -LA and MS
	QUOTE TITLE: NOT JUST ROBOTS


